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DETAILED ACTION 

The Information Requirement of 26 February 2007 was sent in error and does 
not apply to the instant application. 

Claims 1-10 are pending and will be examined. 

Priority 

The Examiner acknowledges claim to application 2002-192072, filed 07/01/2002 
in Japan. The Certified copy of the Foreign Priority application has been filed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "means for" appear to be an attempt to invoke 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph, to recite claim element as a means for performing a specified function. 
However, since the disclosures provide insufficient structural support for the claims, it is 
impossible to determine the equivalents of the element, as required by 35 U.S.C. 112, 
sixth paragraph. See Ex parte Klumb, 159 USPQ 694 (Bd. App. 1967). For purposes of 
this examination, the claim will be interpreted to not invoke the sixth paragraph. 
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Prior art will be interpreted to read on applicant's claimed limitations where prior 
art discloses that the structure is reasonable capable of performing the recited 
functions. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 9 and 10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper 
dependent form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. 
Applicant is required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) 
in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim 1 refers to a fonel destination. Claim 9 adds another destination. Claim 
10 adds a plurality of destinations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Prior art will be interpreted to read on applicant's claimed limitations where prior 
art discloses that the structure is reasonable capable of performing the recited 
functions. 

Claims 1-10, as interpreted, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Adegawa (US 7230733). 
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As per claim 1 , Adegawa discloses a network facsimile apparatus comprising: 
performing facsimile communications for example, Fig. 1 and related text); 
storing communication management information concerning the facsimile 

communications performed by said facsimile transmission means (Fig. 1, item 107, for 

example); 

transmitting and receiving electronic mails (Fig. 2, for example); and 

creating a communication management report from the information stored in said 
storage means, and transmitting the thus-created communication management report 
via electronic mail through said electronic mail transmission means (for example. 
Abstract, Col. 1, lines 6-14); 

said report producing means produces and transmits the communication 
management report via electronic mail (for example. Abstract, in the form of an 
electronic mail) to a destination previously registered when a predetermined 
requirement is met (for example. Fig. 2 item 203). 

Adegawa does not specifically disclose that the actions are performed by 
applicant's components. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to extend Adegawa to disclose that the actions are 
performed by applicant's components because the incorporation of such features is no 
more than the predictable use of prior art elements according to their established 
function. 

Claims 2-6 identify the conditions that trigger producing the report. 
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As per claim 2, Adegawa discloses producing the communication management 
report when the communication management information exceeds a predetermined 
amount. See, for example, at least Col. 1 , lines 34-38. 

Adegawa does not specifically disclose producing communication management 
report when 

a communication charge for a user reaches a predetermined amount (claim 3); 
a number of communications for a user reaches a predetermined value (claim 4). 
predetermined date and/or time arrives (claim 5). 

the number of transmission failures exceeds a predetermined value (claim 6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to extend Adegawa to disclose producing communication 

management report when 

a communication charge for a user reaches a predetermined amount (claim 3); 
a number of communications for a user reaches a predetermined value (claim 4). 
predetermined date and/or time arrives (claim 5). 

the number of transmission failures exceeds a predetermined value (claim 6). 

because the incorporation of such features is no more than the predictable use of 
prior art elements according to their established function. 

As per claim 7, Adegawa discloses that the communication management report 
comprises communication management information concerning occurrences of 
transmission error. Col. 1 , lines 5-12, for example, transmission error. 

As per claim 8, Adegawa discloses that a mail title of the electronic mail 
transmitting the communication management report indicates a reason for the 
transmission. Adegawa, Figs. 3 and 4, for example 

Adegawa does not specifically disclose 
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that an electronic mail transmitting the communication management report is 
transmitted to another predetermined destination for the purpose of mail backup (claim 

9); 

that the predetermined requirement for transmitting the communication 
management report is set independently for each of a plurality of predetermined 
destinations to which the communication management report is transmitted (claim 10). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to extend Adegawa to disclose 

that an electronic mail transmitting the communication management report is 
transmitted to another predetermined destination for the purpose of mail backup (claim 

9); 

that the predetermined requirement for transmitting the communication 
management report is set independently for each of a plurality of predetermined 
destinations to which the communication management report is transmitted (claim 10). 

because the incorporation of such features is no more than the predictable use of 
prior art elements according to their established function. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES ZURITA whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571)272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James Zurita/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 
27 November 2008 



